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DESCRIPTION 
As part of this course, students will be required to submit a series of response papers. Usually, a response paper 
will be due each week. Each paper should respond to one or more assigned texts. The texts are to be read prior to 
class, and may be discussed in class. Each response paper will include relevant analysis, ideas, observations, 
comments, examples, opinions and questions. Note: Use of the pronoun I is acceptable. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
Header: Location; Alignment = top left corner, one inch from edges; left-aligned. 
 Line spacing = single-spaced (or, leading = 13 points). 
Header Content: Name of student (ex: Judy Greene). 
 Course number and title (ex: J359T/J395 Advanced Visual Design). 
 Name of instructor / Semester and year (ex: McKinney / Spring 2006). 
 Response paper number (ex: Response Paper 01). 
Title: Location; Alignment = in between Header and Body; center-aligned. 
Title Content: Include all or part of title(s) from the assigned Reading(s) or Text(s). 
Body: Typed and formatted on a computer. 
 One page, 8.5 x 11 inches, standard white paper. 
 Length = 300-400 words. 
 One simple, readable font (ex: Times Roman or Helvetica Regular). 
 Font size = 11 points. 
 Line spacing = double-spaced (or: leading = 22 points). 
 Margins = one inch, all four sides. 
 Alignment = flush left / rag right, or justified. 
Conclusion: Include one or more Discussion Questions at the bottom of the page. 
 
GRADING 
In general, I follow School of Journalism standards, regarding research, quotes, spelling, grammar, usage and 
creativity. If in doubt, refer to the AP Style Guide. Most important: each response paper must be honest, 
interesting, engaging and meaningful. Accuracy is required. Proofread and spell-check papers before submitting 
them. Points may be deducted for spelling errors. If in doubt, look it up! 
 
Other errors, which may result in point deductions, include: grammatical errors; punctuation or dash errors; extra 
or missing spaces; sentence fragments or run-on sentences; subject/verb or tense disagreements; inconsistent 
indent styles or line breaks; inconsistent use of caps, italics or other typestyles; needless repetition of a word or 
phrase; widows or orphans; printing errors or poor printing quality. 
 
GUIDELINES 
• Identify three main points in the text(s). What did you agree (or disagree) with? Why? 
• Identify the point-of-view of the author. Is it valid? Why? Why not? 
• Is the content: Meaningful? Interesting? Well organized? What examples support your opinion(s)? 
• Did the text(s) seem relevant to this course? Why do you think the instructor chose the text(s)? 
• Is the writing: Clear? Logical? Consistent? Is the writing style appropriate to the subject? 
• Can you relate or apply any ideas from the text(s) to your own design skills or concepts? 
 
EXAMPLE 
An example of a Response Paper can be found on Page Two of this document. 
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Jane Doe 
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McKinney / Spring 2006 
Response Paper 01 
 

Myths of the Self-Taught Designer 

Min ese mod molore facidunt incing enit dolumera euissit aliquissi exti eumer nostrud dit wisi. 

Eniatie ming esecte commy nit del dolore facilla ndrerci duisi. Duipsum in henit dolor volore eminci 

dunt dionull aoreet loreet autpat. Quisim niscilit, verillu ptationum iriliquat adnos magna facincili 

adiam diamcon sequatis nosto consed exercilisi. 

Sent la augue magna autpatiscin hendrer aesecte. Dolore dunt nullamet la consequi tem do 

odiamet ute tem zzriustrud eniscilla aut lametue vent vullummolor summy. 

Velis nulluptat. Ut nim iurem volore et, vel eugiam, con el et nim quat. Perostrud dignim alis 

acidunt augait dunt lum velis nosto duisi. Pis adipsus ciduis atet in ulput lorem nonse exeraestrud esto 

eugiamet, vulluptat ut dolobore mincilit lorpero odo conullaor sisim venit luptat ex erostie feum do 

lesse. Ut venis acil et enismolut prat vel in ullaore min henisim zzriure dolore dit vulla feu feu faccum 

autem alisi ea feuisl utet, corero consed tatum eu feugiat. Duipsum in henit dolore volore mincidunt 

dionull aoreet. Re dionsendit, cor sit dolobor augait endrem zzrilisl esto ero eugiat, qua zzrilla feu 

iusto odiamcon henibh eros am ipsusci tatue ming eugiam, sum do odit nos nonsed dolore magnanum 

autpatiscin hendrer aesecte venisi. 

Ipit prat. Ut iurem num zzrit iliquam dolut ing eummolore deliquat, sumsan hendiatum de sento 

eugiamet, sim quis nullumsan enim ilissisl ut nis aut at laorperil ulla consequisl del ing esto doluptate 

minismodo consed molent ipissim il el irit utatis nit ing exercipis. Duipsum in henit dolore volore 

mincidunt dionull aoreet. Nullaortie eugait augue modo od tatueri llaore ero elisl er ip etum exeraesto 

conulput augait aut lametum sandionsenim dunt nos ametumm odignisis duisi. 

Lore dionsed magna faccummy nullutat, senit nostio commy nullaor perostrud magniam etummy 

niamcore commy nulput lor adiat, quatisl eu faccummy nos duip eugait. 

Patinis nostrud eugiam eu feu feugue dignis nullam, conulput lor susciduis nullaore min velisit 

augait nis adio exerost ionsenibh et. Ed dolore tincipit ad magnism olorper ostrud tem inci senit nostio 

commy nullaor perostrud magniam etummy niamcore commy nulput lor adiat, et lore vendre delisci 

bla facilissit lor sum. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Ed dignis diam zzril do do odolums andipit, susto dolor sumsandre volor iniat? 

2. Ut nos eugait, conulputate eum quis alisi? 


